Holocaust Survivor Biography: Daniel Goldsmith

Daniel Goldsmith was born in Antwerp, Belgium to an
- orthodox Jewish family. His father was a plumber and his
mother a homemaker. He was 8 years old when the German

army invaded in May 1940. His family tried to flee to France
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but was forced to return to Antwerp. In August 1942 his

father was placed in a forced labor camp and his mother was forced to sell some of his tools
to buy food for Daniel and his sister, Lillian.

After the Nazis raided their street one night in September 1942, arresting Jewish
families, Daniel’s mother visited a known resistance movement member and within 48
hours Daniel and Lillian were placed in a Catholic convent. In December, Daniel was moved
to a boy’s orphanage and was given a false identification of “Willy Peters.”

The orphanage was raided in May 1944 and Danny, with other boys, was arrested
and sent to multiple prisons. On the way to the third prison the boys escape from the train.
They ended up in Perwez, Belgium and the local priest hid the children in various homes in
the village.

Danny was 12 years old when he was liberated in September 1944. In April 1948,

Danny arrived in the United States.
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Witness to History Project:

The Witness To History Project is designed to further the message and lessons of the
Holocaust by direct interaction between students or interested adults and Holocaust
survivors. Participants "adopt" a survivor by learning his or her unique account of
via listening to the survivor tell his/her story, asking questions, writing a biography,
reviewing a videotape, and memorizing and re-telling the story to others.
Ultimately, the participant will have the lifelong job of educating others about the
Holocaust by sharing this personal narrative. Contact the Holocaust Awareness
Museum to participate.
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